February 25, 2007
First Sunday of Lent

+ MASS INTENTIONS

February 24: Vigil — I*' Sunday of Lent
5:00PM — William Hughes by Friends
February 25: I* Sunday of Lent
8:00AM — Brian Bernardo by Sue & Doris
9:30AM — James J Breen by Bob & Rachel
Letendre
11:00AM — Violet Furtado by Friends
February 26: Lenten Weekday
7:30AM — People of the Parish
February 27: Lenten Weekday
7:30AM — George & Ida Manny by George &
Pauline Manny
February 28: Lenten Weekday
7:30AM — Paul Rezendes by Marilyn & Bill
Collins
7:00PM — Healing Mass
March 1: Lenten Weekday
7:30AM — M/M Alexander C Warr by Bette &
Donald Messier
March 2: Lenten Weekday
7:30AM — Eucharistic Prayer Service
March 3: Vigil — 2" Sunday of Lent
5:00PM — Robert Benjamin by Bill & Marilyn
Collins
March 4: 2™ Sunday of Lent
8:00AM — Ernest Letendre by The Tinkham
Family
9:30AM — Omer & Irene Pothier by Roger &
Joanne Pothier
11:00AM — Bertha Bellefeuille by Paul & Claire
Dumas
6:30PM — Youth Mass

Your Offertory Trust

Thank you for your Parish Support through Your
Offertory Trust.

BUDGET: $5,546.55
ENERGY: $1,066.00

National Catholic University

Second Collection: At all Masses this weekend
February 24 — 25, 2007 is for National Catholic
University. Your gift supports Catholic Education
of the Church as well as the Nation.

Week at a Glance

Monday thru Friday:

8AM to 9PM — Eucharistic Adoration in Mary,
Mother of all Nations Chapel

Monday, February 26:

7:30AM - Mass

8AM to 9PM — Exposition of the Blessed

Sacrament

4:30-5:30PM — Religious Education Classes

6:30-8:30PM — Senior Youth “Drop-In”

Tuesday, February 27:

7:30AM — Mass

4:30-5:30PM — Religious Education Classes

6:30-8:00PM — “Drop-In” Junior Youth

Wednesday, February 28:

7:30AM — Mass

4:30-5:30PM — Religious Education Classes

7:00PM — Healing Mass

Thursday, March 1:

7:30AM — Mass

4:30 — 5:30PM - Religious Education Classes

7:00PM — Choir Rehearsal: Church

Friday, March 2:

7:30AM — Eucharistic Prayer Service

7:00PM — Stations of the Cross

Saturday, March 3:

3:45 to 4:30PM — Confessions

5:00PM — Mass

Sunday, March 4:

8:00AM — Mass: followed by Coffee &
Donuts in Neumann Hall

9:30 AM — Mass: followed by Coffee &
Donuts in Neumann Hall

11:00AM — Mass

NO Baptisms

1:00PM — Confirmation I Retreat: Neumann Hall

6:30PM — Youth Mass with Confirmation I & II
Students

Stations of the Cross: Fridays at 7PM

All are welcome to this devotional service along with the
following organizations and ministries

Friday, March 2": Women’s Guild, Respect Life
Committee

Friday, March 9": Senior and Junior Youth
Ministry, Altar Servers

Friday, March 16": Choir Members

Friday, March 23" Parish Nurses, St Vincent de
Paul Society, Bereavement Committee

Friday, March 30": Religious Education Teachers,
Festival Steering Committee, Staff




Senior Youth Ministry

rop- | nOD Hope you had a great vacation. See
you at “Drop-In” this Monday night at the
Camphouse 6:30 — 8:30PM
Yes! Retreat 23 D March 16" — 18" at the
Family Life Center in North Dartmouth. This is a
Diocesan Retreat for post-confirmation Youth.
(Confirmation II youth welcome)
Yes! 23 celebrates 15 years of Yes! This is a teriffic
Retreat and will be well worth your time. Ask
around...everyone will tell you Yes! Don’t miss it.
The price for the entire weekend is $99.00. Call Mr
& Mrs Furtado at 508-763-4359 for more details or
to register.

Junior Youth Ministry

Please join us at our next “Drop-In” on Tuesday,
February 27™ from 6:30-8:00PM at the Camphouse.

Confirmation | & Il B(Grade 8 & 9)

There will be NO classes held on Sunday,
February 25" due to school vacation week.
Grade 8: All candidates will be attending the
Confirmation I Retreat on Sunday, March 4™ in
Neumann Hall. Candidates are asked to arrive to
the hall at 12:45PM to sign in. The retreat will
begin at 1:00PM and end with the Youth Mass at
6:30PM in the Church. All families are invited to
join us for Mass.

Grade 9: All candidates will attend the Youth
Mass on Sunday, March 4™ at 6:30PM. Please
arrive 15 minutes early to sign in. Important
confirmation rehearsal dates to remember:
March 11 — 6:30-8:00PM candidates only and
March 18 — 6:30-8:00PM — candidates and

sponsors.

Coffee & Donuts

Stop-In Neumann Hall after the 8AM & 9:30AM
Mass this Sunday Morning. The Couples Club
will be hosting the serving of Coffee & Donuts this
Sunday Morning.

Parish Pastoral Council

Reminder: to the members of the upcoming meeting
on Tuesday, March 6, 2007 at 7PM in the Library.

OAntique and Collectible SaleO

St John Neumann will be holding an “Antique and
Collectible Sale” on Saturday, March 24, 2007 from
9AM to 3PM in Neumann Hall. Please note: NO
Flea Market or Yard Sale Items. Anyone wishing to
rent tables for this event may call Marlene Johnson
@ 508-763-2569. Thank You!!

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Of Massachusetts & Rhode | sland

Let a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend
help your marriage remain Christ-centered.
Upcoming dates are March 2-4 and April 13-15, 20-
22 and 27-29. For more information call Ray &
Beth Ginepro at 1-800-710-WWME or visit our
webpage at www.wwmeMA .org

YES! Retreat 23

This post-Confirmation youth retreat will be held on
March 16-18,2007 at the Family Life Center in
North Dartmouth, MA. Young people who are
interested should contact their parish priest or
DRE/Youth Minister for an application or write Yes
Retreat!, 62 Bryant’s Way, Swansea, MA 02777 or
call Frank Lucca at 508-324-4576 or email at
flucca@comecast.net Information and a copy of the
application may also be found on the diocesan
youth ministry website at
www.fallriveryouthministry.org/ves.htm

15" Anniversary of Yes! Retreats

A special Liturgy celebrating 15 years of Yes!
Retreats in the Diocese will be held on Sunday,
March 18, 2007 at 4:00PM. All are welcome to
attend. Details may be found on the Yes! Website at
www.fallriveryouthministry.org/yes.htm.

The Society of St Vincent de Paul
St John Neumann Church Conference

The St Vincent de Paul Society of St John Neumann
Church has the following items for your use when
needed. - NO Cost — Just return them when they are
no longer needed: Canes, Crutches, Shower chair,
Walkers, Commode, Hospital bed rails. Please call
the rectory at 508-763-2240 Monday thru Friday
9AM to 5PM. Thank You!!



St Mary® Education Fund

The Diocese of Fall River is once again, through the
St Mary’s Education Fund, making need-based
scholarships available for the 2007-2008 school
year. Students presently enrolled or who are
accepted and registered for the 2007-2008 school
year in one of the 26 Diocesan elementary or
middle schools are eligible to apply. Any Parent
interested in having their child attend one of the
Catholic elementary or middle schools in the
Diocese of Fall River should contact the principal of
the school in which they have interest. Once
accepted and registered they may apply for this
“need-based” scholarship aid. Applications may be
obtained at any of the schools.

The Anchor

Renewal for our Diocesan Catholic Newspaper The
Anchor are due and you may place your payment in
the collection basket this weekend. For those who
do not receive The Anchor and would like to
receive it, new subscription envelopes may be found
in the Narthex (around the Missalette table) and
those envelopes may also be placed in the collection
basket as well. Thank You!!

Legion of Mary
Diocese of Fall River

You are cordially invited to attend the 55" Acies
Consecration Ceremony for the Legion of Mary of
the Fall River Diocese.

Date: Sunday, March 4, 2007

Time: 2:30PM

Place: St. Mary’s Cathedral, Fall River
The Most Rev Bishop George Coleman will
officiate and Rev Philip Hamel will give the
Allocutio.
Refreshments in the School Hall of St Mary’s
Cathedral, Fall River following the Church Service
on March 4, 2007
The television Mass will be celebrated by Rev
Barry Wall, Diocesan Director, on Saturday,
February 24™ at 10:00AM, in the Chapel at Bishop
Stang High School.

Fall River Diocesan Council
Of Catholic Nurses

A SEMINAR entitled: CATHOLIC
HEALTHCARE GIVERS: Making a difference
through Creed, Code and Ceremony is being
presented on March 24, 2007 AT SAINT ANNE’S
HOSPITAL FROM 8:30AM UNTIL 3:00PM. This
seminar will provide information to health care
workers and the general public in order for them to
help discover their sacred calling as caregiver and
be able to identify the spiritual needs of their clients
or patients.

DEADLINE FOR REGISTERING IS MARCH 17,
2007.

MORNING REFRESHMENTS AND LUNCH
ARE PROVIDED. The Seminar fee is $40.00
For registration information contact Betty at
508-678-2373. 5 Nursing Contact Hours will be
awarded for this program.

SJN COUPLES CLUB

The SIN Couples Club’s monthly meeting will be
held on Saturday, March 10, 2007 in Neumann
Hall. We will be enjoying our annual FREE
Spaghetti Supper. After a brief business meeting we
will have a Mystery Auction. We have been asked
to please be there no later than 6:15Pm — SUPPER
WILL BE SERVED PROMPTLY AT 6:30PM
COME ONE, COME ALL!! NEW MEMBERS
AND GUESTS ALWAYS WELCOME! Contact
Ray & Elaine at 508-763-5095. Thank You!!

Sacrificial Offering

Operation Rice Bowl: Please take a “Rice Bowl”
and consider sacrificial giving and self-denial as we
unite in prayer for those who are in need. This is a
very good way to teach young people the discipline
of sacrificial giving. The proceeds will benefit
Catholic Relief Services, a Catholic organization
which offers assistance to those in need throughout
the world. For further info, check their website

WWW.CIS.0rg

Parish Prayer Line

Parish Prayer Line — We have a Prayer Line in our
parish. If you are interested in sharing your faith
through prayer for the sick of our parish and for
other intentions please call Rachel Constant 508-
995-4269. Thank You!!



From the Pastor’s Desk

e have begun our Lenten journey with
the signing of ashes this past
Wednesday. By accepting this mark on

our foreheads, we admit our own sinfulness and our
need for God’s grace so that we may grow in
holiness. Historically, people on a pilgrimage have
used a sign to mark themselves out on the journey.
Centuries ago, people traveled to holy sites to pray
at the tomb of great saints. One of the signs they
used was a pendant made from a scallop shell which
they placed around their necks. In this way, they
were recognized as pilgrims and were granted safe
passage and hospitality. They carried with them the
prayers of their hosts along the journey. We too,
because we have been marked as pilgrims, ought to
support and encourage each other on our Lenten
journey to holiness.

To emphasize various aspects of our Lenten
participation, and to encourage us to make changes
in our lives, we will make changes in our liturgical
and devotional practices. Purple, the traditional
color of penance, will be the predominant color of
vestments and church adornment. We have made
the sanctuary as sparse as possible in its decoration.
We replaced the lush green plants with cactus,
plants of the desert, to remind us of Jesus’ own
forty days in the desert where he resisted
temptation. As we enter the sanctuary, we will burn
a few grains of incense. Burning incense is an
ancient gesture of sacrifice to God. It goes back
centuries before the birth of Christ. The psalmist
prays, “Lord, let our prayers rise to you like
incense...” The fragrance is also a sign that God’s
love fills the whole space and we are surrounded by
the presence of the Holy.

As the fragrance of the incense fills our
sacred space, we will kneel before the altar for the
penitential rite of the Mass. This posture
accentuates the humility with which we seek pardon
from God and from one another. We will chant the
penitential litany to further emphasize our common
journey towards holiness.

The true goal of our Lenten practice is
celebrated in the liturgies of the Sacred Triduum —
Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Great Vigil of
Easter. It is at this Vigil that we celebrate the rites
of initiation — Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist
with the catechumens who have been preparing to

be received into the faith. So that we might better
appreciate the great mystery of our own baptisms,
we enter into a “baptismal fast”. The signs of our
baptism are removed. The baptistry is drained and
dry. The holy water fonts are empty and replaced
with stones. Many of you will instinctively reach
down to bless yourselves as you enter the church.
But you will not touch water. You will touch stones.
Let this be a reminder to all of us of the hardness of
our hearts and all that keeps us from turning our
hearts to the Lord. We will postpone all celebrations
of infant Baptism until the Easter Season, (except in
emergency or extraordinary circumstances). In this
way, we will more appreciate the gift of Baptism
which has been given to us. After all, what better
way to grow to appreciate something than to be
deprived of it.

We will gather to follow the Way of the
Cross on Friday evenings at 7:00pm. This beautiful
tradition was initiated so that people who were not
able to travel to the holy land and literally follow in
the footsteps of Jesus might do so in their own
parish churches. By reflecting on the passion and
suffering of Jesus on the day when we are asked to
abstain from meat is another opportunity to be
connected to the saving passion of the Lord.

Lent is also a time when we ought to slow
down — a tall order in our fast-paced culture.
Remember! The adoration chapel is open Monday
through Fridays, 8:00am — 9:00pm. Take a moment
to stop in. Make it a planned destination often, or
even if you find yourself driving past the church,
turn into the driveway and make a visit with the
Lord Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. When you
drop off your child at Religious Education, make a
visit. Or even better, bring your child with you for a
few moments before you go home after picking
them up.

And Remember! The Sacred Triduum —
Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday
(April 5 -7) is precisely what we are preparing for
during Lent. Mark out these dates and please do not
excuse yourselves lightly from participating in these
three days leading up to the Easter Season (50 days
long!). These three days, with Easter Sunday, are
the most important days of our church year. They
celebrate what we are and who are as disciples of
the Lord.

Let us pray for each other as we make our
Lenten journey towards holiness.



