
February 18, 2007 
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

!     MASS INTENTIONS    !  
 

February 17: Vigil – 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  5:00PM – F Eileen Larkin by Bob & Diane Larkin 
February 18: 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  8:00AM – George & Ida Manny by George &  
                    Pauline Manny 
  9:30AM – Joseph Hogan by wife Connie &  
                   Family 
  11:00AM – Hilaria McGraw by Friends 
February 19: Weekday 
  7:30AM – People of the Parish 
February 20: Weekday 
  7:30AM – Bernadette Laronda by Marie Noyes 
February 21: Ash Wednesday 
  7:30AM – Arlinda & Alfred Braz by daughter  
                    Rosemary 
  7:00PM – Joaquim & Josephine D’Oliveira by 
                   M/M Vincent D’Oliveira 
February 22: Chair of St Peter, Apostle 
  7:30AM – Gerard Desrosiers by Raymond  
                    Charpentier 
February 23: Lenten Weekday 
  7:30AM – Eucharistic Prayer Service 
February 24: Vigil – First Sunday of Lent 
  5:00PM – William Hughes by Friends 
February 25: First Sunday of Lent 
  8:00AM – Brian Bernardo by Sue & Doris 
  9:30AM – James J Breen by Bob & Rachel  
                   Letendre 
11:00AM – Violet Furtado by Friends 
 

Your  Of f er t or y Tr ust  
 

Thank you for your Parish Support through Your 
Offertory Trust. 
 

 BUDGET: $5,096.75 
 BLDG FUND: $2,189.42 
 

Current Mortgage Owed $89,800.00 
 

Nat ional Cat holic Univer sit y 
 

Second Collection: At all Masses next weekend 
February 24 – 25, 2007 is for National Catholic 
University. Your gift supports Catholic Education 
of the Church as well as the Nation. 
 
 
 

Week at  a Glance 
Monday thru Friday:  
8AM to 9PM – Eucharistic Adoration in Mary, 
                 Mother of all Nations Chapel  
Monday, February 19: 
7:30AM - Mass 
8AM to 9PM – NO Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament: Holiday – Presidents Day 
4:30-5:30PM – NO Religious Education Classes 
School Mid-winter vacation 
6:30-8:30PM – NO Senior Youth “Drop-In” School 
Mid-winter vacation 
Tuesday, February 20: 
7:30AM – Mass 
4:30-5:30PM – NO Religious Education Classes 
7:00PM Neumann Hall Study Committee: Library 
Wednesday, February 21: 
Ash Wednesday 
7:30AM – Mass 
4:30-5:30PM – NO Religious Education Classes 
School Mid-winter vacation 
7:00PM – Mass 
Thursday, February 22: 
7:30AM – Mass 
4:30 – 5:30PM – NO Religious Education Classes 
School Mid-winter vacation 
7:00PM – Choir Rehearsal: Church 
Friday, February 23: 
7:30AM – Eucharistic Prayer Service 
Saturday, February 24: 
3:45 to 4:30PM – Confessions 
5:00PM – Mass 
Sunday, February 25: 
8:00AM – Mass: followed by Coffee &  
                  Donuts in Neumann Hall 
9:30 AM – Mass: followed by Coffee & 
                  Donuts in Neumann Hall 
11:00AM – Mass  
NO Confirmation I Classes Mid-Winter Vacation 
NO – Confirmation II Classes Mid-Winter Vacation 
 

The Societ y of  St  Vincent  de Paul 
St  J ohn Neumann Chur ch Conf er ence 

 

The St Vincent de Paul Society of St John Neumann 
Church has the following items for your use when 
needed. - NO Cost – Just return them when they are 
no longer needed: Canes, Crutches, Shower chair, 
Walkers, Commode, Hospital bed rails. Please call 
the rectory at 508-763-2240 Monday-thru Friday 
9AM to 5PM. Thank You! 



Senior  Yout h Minist r y 
 

NO ÒDr op- I nÓ Ð Monday, February 19th Have a 
great school vacation week. Stay safe!!! We will be 
back on February 26th for our next “Drop-In” 
Yes! Ret r eat  23 Ð March 16th – 18th at the 
Family Life Center in North Dartmouth. This is a 
Diocesan Retreat for post-confirmation Youth. 
(Confirmation II youth welcome) 
Yes! 23 celebrates 15 years of Yes! This is a teriffic 
Retreat and will be well worth your time. Ask 
around…everyone will tell you Yes! Don’t miss it. 
The price for the entire weekend is $99.00. Call Mr 
& Mrs Furtado at 508-763-4359 for more details or 
to register. 
 

J unior  Yout h Minist r y 
 

Please join us at our next “Drop-In” on Tuesday, 
February 27th from 6:30-8:00PM at the Camphouse. 
 

Conf ir mat ion I  & I I  Ð (Gr ade 8 & 9) 
 

PLEASE NOTE: NO Confirmation I & II 
Classes will take place on Sunday, February 18 
and Sunday, February 25, 2007 – Mid-Winter 
School Vacation. Thank You!! 
 

Cof f ee & Donut s 
 

Stop-In Neumann Hall after the 8AM & 9:30AM 
Mass this Sunday Morning. The Couples Club 
will be hosting the serving of Coffee & Donuts this 
Sunday Morning. 
 

 ÒAnt ique and Collect ible SaleÓ 
 

St John Neumann will be holding an “Antique and 
Collectible Sale” on Saturday, March 24, 2007 from 
9AM to 3PM in Neumann Hall. Please note: NO 
Flea Market or Yard Sale Items. Anyone wishing to 

rent tables for this event may call Marlene Johnson 
@ 508-763-2569. Thank You!! 
 

Annual Par ish Ski Tr ip (Has Been 
Cancelled) 

 

Due to the lack of interest and unforeseen 
circumstances this parish ski trip has been 
cancelled.  
 
 
 
 
 

Wor ldwide Mar r iage Encount er  
Of  Massachuset t s & Rhode I sland 

 

 Let a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend 
help your marriage remain Christ-centered. 
Upcoming dates are March 2-4 and April 13-15, 20-
22 and 27-29. For more information call Ray & 
Beth Ginepro at 1-800-710-WWME or visit our 
webpage at www.wwmeMA.org  

YES! Ret r eat  23  
 

This post-Confirmation youth retreat will be held on 
March 16-18,2007 at the Family Life Center in 
North Dartmouth, MA. Young people who are 
interested should contact their parish priest or 
DRE/Youth Minister for an application or write Yes 
Retreat!, 62 Bryant’s Way, Swansea, MA 02777 or 
call Frank Lucca at 508-324-4576 or email at 
flucca@comcast.net Information and a copy of the 
application may also be found on the diocesan 
youth ministry website at  
www.fallriveryouthministry.org/yes.htm  
 

15t h Anniver sar y of  Yes! Ret r eat s 
 

A special Liturgy celebrating 15 years of Yes! 
Retreats in the Diocese will be held on Sunday, 
March 18, 2007 at 4:00PM. All are welcome to 
attend. Details may be found on the Yes! Website at 
www.fallriveryouthministry.org/yes.htm.  
 
 

Par ish Prayer  Line 
 

Parish Prayer Line – We have a Prayer Line in our 
parish. If you are interested in sharing your faith 
through prayer for the sick of our parish and for 
other intentions please call Rachel Constant 508-
995-4269. Thank You!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



St  Mar yÕs Educat ion Fund 
 

The Diocese of Fall River is once again, through the 
St Mary’s Education Fund, making need-based 
scholarships available for the 2007-2008 school 
year. Students presently enrolled or who are 
accepted and registered for the 2007-2008 school 
year in one of the 26 Diocesan elementary or 
middle schools are eligible to apply. Any Parent 
interested in having their child attend one of the 
Catholic elementary or middle schools in the 
Diocese of Fall River should contact the principal of 
the school in which they have interest. Once 
accepted and registered they may apply for this 
“need-based” scholarship aid. Applications may be 
obtained at any of the schools. 
 

The Anchor  
 

Renewal for our Diocesan Catholic Newspaper The 
Anchor are due and you may place your payment in 
the collection basket this weekend. For those who 
do not receive The Anchor and would like to 
receive it, new subscription envelopes may be found 
in the Narthex (around the Missalette table) and 
those envelopes may also be placed in the collection 
basket as well. Thank You!! 
 

Legion of  Mar y 
Diocese of  Fall River  

 

You are cordially invited to attend the 55th Acies 
Consecration Ceremony for the Legion of Mary of 
the Fall River Diocese. 
 Date: Sunday, March 4, 2007 
 Time: 2:30PM 
 Place: St. Mary’s Cathedral, Fall River 
The Most Rev Bishop George Coleman will 
officiate and Rev Philip Hamel will give the 
Allocutio. 
Refreshments in the School Hall of St Mary’s 
Cathedral, Fall River following the Church Service 
on March 4, 2007 
The television Mass will be celebrated by Rev 
Barry Wall, Diocesan Director, on Saturday, 
February 24th at 10:00AM, in the Chapel at Bishop 
Stang High School. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cour age 
 

Courage – is a group for people who are 
experiencing same-sex attraction and would like to 
live the Church’s teachings of chastity.  We gather 
for prayer and conversation, seeking to support each 
other with the support of Christ. Encourage is a 
ministry with Courage dedicated to the spiritual 
needs of parents, siblings, children and other 
relatives and friends of persons who have same-sex 
attractions. Standing by the true teachings of the 
Roman Catholic Church, Encourage members 
support one another and their loved ones through 
discussion, prayer and fellowship. The next meeting 
of Courage and Encourage will be held in Saint 
James Rectory at Our Lady of Guadalupe, 233 
County Street, New Bedford on Saturday, February 
24th at 7:00PM. For more information, please call Fr 
Richard Wilson at 508-992-9408. 
 

Lent en Fast  and Abst inence Regulat ions 
 

We remind all that Ash Wednesday is a day of fast 
and abstinence from meat. 
The Law of fast applies to all adults 18-59 years 
old. On days of fast, those bound by the law are 
limited to a single full meatless meal. Two other 
meatless meals, sufficient to maintain strength, may 
be taken according to one’s needs; however, 
together these meals should not equal another full 
meal. We are required to fast, as an expression of 
faith, on both Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. 
The Law of abstinence applies to those who are 14 
years of age and older. On a day of abstinence , 
those bound by the law abstain from meat. 
We are required to abstain from meat, as an 
expression of our faith, on all the Fridays of Lent 
(including Good Friday and Ash Wednesday.) 
 

Ash Wednesday 
Please join with us in prayer as we begin our Lenten 
season. Masses are as follows:: 
  7:30AM 
  7:00PM 
Ashes will be distributed at all the Masses. All are 
urged to begin our Lenten Journey together as a 
parish family. Change our contrite heart and help us 
grow in holiness. Guide our steps of sacrifice to 
Calvary and beyond the empty tomb, so as to rise 
with you on Easter to a new life of grace. This we 
ask in your name. Amen. 
 
 



Fr om t he Past or Õs Desk 
 

ext Wednesday, February 21st, we 
begin our Lenten retreat together. 
The Church year moves into a time 

of more solemn and fervent prayer, reflection, and 
sacrifice. It is an opportunity for us to deepen our 
commitment to serve the Lord and His Church. 
Next Wednesday, February 21st, we will be signed 
with ashes; the traditional sign that reminds us of 
our mortality and our need to be reconciled with 
God. 
 All Catholics, 14 years and older, are 
required to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday 
and all Fridays of Lent. This is a practice which 
helps us focus on our priorities. Fasting is required 
for all Catholics, 18 years old to 59 years old, on 
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. This act of self-
denial and sacrifice cannot be understated if our 
faith is important to us. Sacrifice is an absurdity to 
the world. For the Christian, however, we have the 
example of Christ who says to us that sacrifice is a 
way to strengthen our spiritual life and a means to 
unite ourselves with all who have needless suffering 
imposed on them by others. 
 The traditional practice of almsgiving helps 
us to reflect on the gifts that God gives us and to 
open our hands and hearts to share with others. We 
are called to be stewards in this world. That means 
we ought to prayerfully consider the blessings God 
has given to us and to give in proportion to those 
God-given gifts. There are so many who have so 
little and our giftedness is God calling us to uphold 
the dignity of persons who may be struggling to  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
provide even the basic necessities for their families 
and children. 
 Besides these personal practices of 
asceticism, we are reminded through our liturgy that 
this is a time of penance and sacrifice. We focus 
and elaborate the penitential rite at Mass. We will 
burn a few grains of incense as we come into the 
Lord’s presence. This beautiful and ancient sign of 
offering and purification reminds us of the words of 
the psalmist, “Let my prayers and offerings rise up 
to you like incense”. We will eliminate the great 
prayer of praise, the “Gloria”, and we cease the use 
of the acclamation, “Alleluia”. The church is 
decorated simply in purple, the traditional color of 
penance. The sanctuary is made as stark as possible. 
We enter into a liturgical and baptismal fast so that 
when these return in the splendor of the Easter Vigil 
we are renewed in the glory of Christ’s sacrifice and 
resurrection. 
 We ought not to excuse ourselves lightly 
from these spiritual and ascetical exercises. When 
we consider the great mystery of the Lord’s passion, 
death, and resurrection which lies ahead of us, we 
should be enlivened in faith and in our desire to be 
united with Him in all things.  
 Let us make this Lenten journey together. 
Let us pray for one another. Let us be united with 
all those who call out to the Lord in their pain. Let 
us seek to be reconciled with one another. Let us 
then joyfully recall the saving events of Holy Week 
and know the joy of the resurrection on Easter. 
 

N 


